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ried Ranseller Bassett, half-brother to Millard Fillmore. Also, descend- 
ants of Horace Newton, who lived in Cloversport, Ky. 

Also, descendants of Martha (daughter of John and Mary Thomas 
Newton), who married George Wise, of Virginia, and died September 
19th, 1810. 

Also, descendants of Roberta ( daughter of Col. Wm. Stewart New- 
ton, U. S. A., and Mary McCandless, of Winchester, Va.), who married 
Col. W. H. Morehead, of Virginia. 

Also, descendants of Newton (daughter of William Newton, son 

of Major Wm. Newton, of Stafford county, Va. ), who married Robert 
Sandford, of Westmoreland county, Va. 

Any information as to the above gratefully received. 

Mrs. John Frbd'k Mavnard, 
352 Genesee Street, Utica, N. Y. 
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THE BROOKE FAMILY OF VIRGINIA. 

By Prof. St. George T. Brooke, Morgantown, W. Va. 

(continued) 

Richard Brooke, of "Smithfield," by his second wife, Sarah Talia- 
ferro, had an only child, William, who in June, 1813, married Eleanor 
Smith, daughter of Col. Larkin Smith and Mary Eleanor Hill, of "Rick- 
ahock," King and Queen county. A daughter of this William, Fenton 
Brooke, married, Dec. 13. 1832, Benjamin Hodges Smith, of Salem, 
Mass., son of George Alvin Smith and Lydia King Smith. Fenton 
Brooke's marriage took place at "St. Julien," the home of her half- 
uncle, Judge Francis T. Brooke. 

(d) This verbal will of John Taliaferro, the authenticity of which can 
not be questioned, seems to prove that he died either a bachelor or a 
widower without children, for in the absence of proof to the contrary, 
we are not to suppose that in his last will he would have given all his 
property to his brother Francis and his " sister Brooke " without even 
mentioning his wife or children if he had a wife or children. 

(e) To the latvyer this will is an interesting instance of a verbal will 
of personal property by a testator in extremis allowed by the Statute of 
Frauds, 29 Charles II ((677); as a will of realty it was void for not being 
in writing. It would seem to have been void as a will of personalty 
also, because the Statute of Frauds imperatively required that all verbal 
wills should be witnessed by the oaths of three witnesses ; the oaths 
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(depositions) of the other two witnesses have not been found, but this 
deposition of William Robinson must be taken as conclusive proof of 
the relationship of John Taliaferro to "sister Brooke"— (»'. .e, Mrs. Sarah 
Taliaferro Brooke.) 

Will of Mrs. Sarah Brooke, 1764. 

Will of Mrs. Sarah (Taliaferro) Brooke, widow of William Brooke I 
and daughter of Lawrence Taliaferro. 

In the name of God. I, Sarah Brooke, widow, do make this my last 
will and Testament. I give and devise all my estate whatsoever except 
as hereafter excepted and upon the condition after mentioned to my son 
William Brooke and his heirs forever. I give to my daughter Sarah 
Brooke during her life the use and service of my negro wench named 
Sarah. My will is that my son William or whosoever shall be the legal 
occupant of the dwelling house built- by me(«) permit my said daugh- 
ter (b) to have the free and full use and occupation of the room and 
closet commonly called my son's room and closet, and that during the 
time she may remain single, and if my son or other legal occupant shall 
disturb my said daughter or not permit her to live peaceably in the said 
room and closet and to have the free use of the same, so that my said 
daughter should be obliged to leave the place, in that case my will is 
that my son or his representatives do forfeit and pay to my said daugh- 
ter the sum of two hundred and fifty pounds current money to be raised 
by the sale of my estate or otherwise, but if my daughter should marry 
she must leave the house and the above forfeiture shall not take place. 
I give to my son (b) William and his heirs the above negro wench named 
Sarah, and her present and future increase, to the use of the first child 
that my daughter Sarah may have and to the heirs of such child, but my 
daughter Sarah is to have the use of the said wench Sarah during her 
life as aforesaid. I give to my daughter (b) Sarah a bed and furniture, 
table, chairs, and a glass while she remains single. I give to my grand- 
son(b) John Brooke a young negro wench named Colina, daughter of 
Colina, to him and his heirs. I give to my grandson (b) William Brooke 
a negro wench named Violet, to him and his heirs. In testimony 
whereof I have hereunto .put my hand and seal this nineteenth day of 
August, one thousand seven hundred and sixty-three. 

Sarah Brooke. (L. S.) 
Signed, sealed and published according to law in presence of 
Al. Rose, John Taliferro. 

At a court held for Essex county, at Tapp'k, on the 21st of May, 1764, 
this last will of Sarah Brooke, dec'd, was proved by the witnesses 
thereto and ordered to be recorded, and on the motion of William 
Brooke (c) and his performing what the law in such cases requires acer- 
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tificate is granted him for obtaining administration on the said will an- 
nexed in due form. 

John Lee, Cl'k. 

A copy Essex Co. Court Records, Tappahannock, Va. 

NOTES. 

(a) This was the Brooke Bank house. Few old family homesteads 
in Virginia have remained in the same family and in the same name so 
long as the Brooke Bank home on Rappahannock river in Essex county. 
The farm itself seems to have been given by William Brooke I, by his 
will of 1734, to bis wife, Mrs. Sarah Brooke, for her life, remainder in 
fee to his unborn son (William Brooke "the younger," whose wife was 
Ann Benger). William Brooke the "younger," by his will, left the es- 
tate to his son John (whose wife was Lucy Thornton), and John Brooke, 
by his will, left the estate to his son William Thornton Brooke (whose 
wife was Maria Whiting Baylor), and from William Thornton Brooke it 
passed to his son, William Hill Brooke, whose first wife was Clarissa 
Jane Lawrence, and whose second wife was Lucy Beverley Catlett. 
William Hill Brooke died within the last ten years and the estate has 
probably passed to some of his many children. 

(b) The italics are ours. 

(c) William Brooke " the younger," son of Mrs. Sarah. He survived 
his mother only about six months. Compare the probate of his will 
(this Magazine for October, 1902), with the probate of his mother's will. 

Will of William Brooke, 1767. 

Will of William Brooke, son of William Brooke, 1, and of his wife, 
Sarah (Taliaferro ) Brooke; he was called William Brooke " the younger." 

In the name of God. This is the last will and testament of William 
Brooke, gent., after recommending my soul to God, I give and devise 
in manner following. I give to mv beloved wife one third part of my 
whole estate during her life in lieu of dower. I give to my son* John 
all my lands in Essex and Orange to him and heirs forever, but as my 
wife is now pregnant(a), if the child should be a male then I give all 
my lands in Orange(A) to such male child and his heirs forever. I will 
and devise that all my slaves be equally divided between my son * John 
and the child my wife is now pregnant with, if a boy, and that my son* 
John shall have his first choice. But if the said unborn child should be 
a girl the sum of five hundred pounds current money and two negro 
girls to be purchased out of the profits of the estate given to my son * 
John. If my wife should be delivered of twins, a male and female, I 
will that the male have the lands and slaves aforesaid, and that the girl 
have five hundred pounds and two slaves as aforesaid. If two sons, 
then the land and slaves devised to the unborn child to be equally di- 
vided between them, to them and their heirs. If two females then I 
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give to each five hundred pounds, and to each two slaves and no more. 
I give to my wife the use of all my furniture until my son * John shall 
arrive at the age of twenty one years, and this over and above her third 
part aforesaid, and all the rest of my estate I give to be equaliy divided 
between my son * John and the child Tiy wife is now pregnant with. If a 
boy or two boys in the same manner as the slaves were above devised 
to be divided. I appoint my dear wife,* my sister* Alexander Rose, 
John Rose and Hugh Rose rriy executors and guardians to my children. 
I will that Phoebe Brooke (c) be maintained out of the profits of my es- 
tate till she arrives at age or marries. In testimony whereof I have 
hereunto set my hand and seal this 29th day of September, 1761. 

William Brooke. (L. S.) 

Signed, sealed and acknowledged in presence of 

James Anderson, John Taliaferro. 
Probate completed May i8th, 1767. 
Will Book 12, page 150, Essex County Records. 
"Ann Brooke, Executrix. "(d) 

NOTES. 

•The italics are ours. (St. G. T. B.) 

(a) This child turned out to be a male and was named William. Mrs. 
Sarah Brooke, in her will, dated August 19, 1763, speaks of him as 
"my grandson William Brooke," but he probably died when a very 
young boy, for his aunt, Miss Sarah Brooke, in her will, dated October 
16th, 1767, gives all of her property to her "nephew John Brooke," 
without mentioning her other nephew, young William, brother of John. 

(b) This was probably his share of the Brookes by tract. 

(c) This Phoebe Brooke was the daughter of his first cousin, William 
Brooke " the elder," whose will is printed in this Magazine October, 
1902, p. 198. 

(d) The official probate of this will was printed out of the proper 
order in this Magazine October, 1902, p. 199. " Ann Brooke, Execu- 
trix," was his wife, Ann (Benger) Brooke. In this Magazine for Janu- 
ary, 1895, p. 340, it is stated that the widow of Robert Brooke married 
2d, Richard Hipkins; but this is a mistake; it was the widow of William 
Brooke who married Richard Hipkins; this is officially proved by the 
documents published in this Magazine January, 1903, p. 301-3, and this 
Magazine October, 1902, p. 199. Besides, no Robert Brooke of that 
generation left a widow Ann. 

Will of Miss Sarah Brooke, 1768. 

The will of Miss Sarah Brooke, daughter of William Brooke I, and 
of his wife Mrs. Sarah Taliaferro Brooke. 
In the name of God. Amen. This sixteenth day of Oct., in the year 
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of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and sixty-seven, I, Sarah 
Brooke, of Saint Ann's Parish, in the county of Essex, being very sick 
and weak, but in perfect sound sense and memory, do make and ordain 
this to be my last will and testament in the manner following : Imprimis 
I give to Elizabeth Oland Hoge my negro girl Winnie to her and her 
heirs forever. Item. I give to Humphrey Sale («) fifty pounds cash, to 
be paid him out of my estate. All the rest of my estate, both real and 
personal, I give to my nephew (*) John Brooke (c) to him and his heirs 
forever, except the said John Brooke shall die under the age of twenty- 
one years or without heirs of his body, then I give all the estate which 
was so given to the said John Brooke to John Rose (rf) to him and his 
heirs forever. I appoint John Rose to be my whole and sole executor 
to this my last will and testament, in witness whereof I have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed my seal the day and year above written. 

Sarah Brookb. (L. S.) 
Signed and sealed in the presence of 
Ann Brooke 

her 
Mary X Mitchell 

mark 
Thomas Boulware. 

(TO BE CONTINUED) 



FIELDING AND DAVIS NOTES. 

The Davis Family. 

Contributed by Dr. J. L. Miller, Ashland, Ky. 

(continued) 

The oldest record preserved among the family papers of this family is 
an original copy of a deed made in 1691 by John and Susannah Davis, 
living somewhere on the Potomac river, probably in Stafford county, as 
the land conveyed was situated on Aquia creek in that county. I also 
have the birth records from an ancient Davis Bible, beginning with the 
birth of Thomas Davis, son of the above John and Susannah, born Aug. 
i, 1693. Beyond 1691 we have only tradition, which I have attempted 
to verify from the York county records and other sources. The tradi- 
tion is that John Davis was a son of Thomas, of York county, and he a 
son of John Davis, of Gloucester, Eng., who came to the colony soon 
after the settlement at Jamestown. My search resulted as follows : 

In the musters of the inhabitants of Virginia in 1634, it is shown that 
Thomas and John Davis, presumably brothers, came to the colony in 
the ship John & Francis, in 1623. Thomas, b. 1585, seems to have set- 
tled in Warwick county. He had the title of Captain in the 1624 muster, 
and also in 1655, when he patented 300 acres of land in Warwick county; 
in 1662 he was granted 500 acres of land in the same county under the 
title of Major Thomas Davis. 



